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Introduction
It is fun to look back at the New Haven Middle School yearbook because all 8th grade students were asked “what do you want to be when you grow up?” Nearly 30% said they were “undecided,” and the other 70% chose one of about 8 different careers – doctor, nurse, teacher, professional athlete, military, singer/actor, police officer, & video programmer. Why do you suppose these are the jobs everyone chooses? Are these your only options? How is an 8th grader supposed to know how they want to spend their adult years? And what can you do to prepare yourself for life after high school? Do you really need to be thinking about this already?
Absolutely! New Haven High School is just beginning to implement a new program called the Career Major Academy. The classes you choose to take in high school will be based on the career pathway that you sign up for. Four primary career pathways have been determined based upon input from area business representatives, faculty members, and student interests. These career pathways are:
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The Task 

As an 8th grader who is just beginning the Career Pathways process, your task is to determine which Career Pathway is right for you.  First, in order to determine what suits your personality and preferences best, you will complete a career interest survey. After selecting the best career pathway for you, you will explore and analyze three careers in that pathway that interest you.  You’ll choose the career that suits you the best, and create an informative brochure about that career. 
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The Process
Step 1: 
Begin your research by learning more about career pathways at:

http://www.berkscareerpathways.com/info_whatiscp.html 

Pay attention to:

a. What a career pathway is

b. How knowing your career pathway can help you

Step 2: 
Preview the following career interest survey sites. Choose one and complete its activities. 

	Interest Quiz
http://www.schoolfinder.com/careers/3step1.asp 
	Answer 50 Yes or No questions and this site will give you a list of possible careers for you. From there, you may link right to some career information for step three. (Note: you will need to sign up for a free account first)

	Work Interest Quiz
http://www.myfuture.com/toolbox/workinterest.html 
	This is a game designed to help you match your interests and skills with similar careers. 

	Career Interests Game

http://career.missouri.edu/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=146 
	Match your interests and skills with similar careers. It can help you begin thinking about how your personality will fit in with specific work environments and careers. 

	BLS Career Information
http://www.bls.gov/k12/ 
	The site will link the subject in school you like to a few possible careers

	
	


Based on your career interests, which career pathway would you choose? 
Step 3: 
Choose 3 careers in your chosen pathway to research further. Use at least three resources, answer the following questions in your journal. Be sure to cite your sources.
* 1. What skills and aptitudes should I have?
* 2. What education and training would I need?
* 3. What would my work environment or surroundings be like?
* 4. What kinds of work would I do?
* 5. What responsibilities would I have?
* 6. What will this career be like when I'm ready to work?
* 7. What does this career pay?

* 8. What Career Pathway should I follow for this career?
Step 4: 
Prepare a brochure about the career which interests you the most (completely fill two sides of a piece of printer paper). Be sure to include the following information:
1* What is the name of the job?
2* What does a person do in this job? List at least three tasks.
3* How much education is necessary for this career?

4* What classes should you take in high school to prepare for this job?
5* What are the pay and other benefits of this job?

6* What career pathway will you follow at NHHS?

7* What resources did you use to obtain this information?
8* Describe at least three facts about this career that makes it an important, or appealing choice for you. (For example, will you have to relocate to perform the job?). 
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Resources

	Engineering & Technology

	http://www.career-planning-education.com/technology/index.html

	http://www.puhsd.k12.ca.us/colfax/pages/career/engineering%26technology.html 

	http://www.lakers.k12.mi.us/counseling/cpengineering.htm 

	

	Health & Related Sciences

	http://www.kresanet.org/kresa/efe/pathways/humanserv.htm 

	http://www.careerprep.org/cphs.htm 

	http://www.lcc.edu/careerpathways/careerclusters.html#Human%20Services   

	

	Business

	http://www.careerprep.org/cpb.htm 

	http://www.career-planning-education.com/business-management/index.html 

	http://www.rbuhsd.k12.ca.us/staffpgs/kpennerdocs/pathwaydocs/businessdocs/business.html 

	

	Arts, Education, & Human Services

	http://www.puhsd.k12.ca.us/colfax/pages/career/humansocial%26govermentservice.html 

	http://www.cesa4.k12.wi.us/programs-services/career-tech/s2w/social/socialpathway.htm 

	http://www.agknow.org/career-clusters/CareerPathway.asp?PathwayID=17

	

	Links to many specific career descriptions

	http://alpha.furman.edu/~snyder/careers/careerlist.html 

	

	Occupational Outlook Handbook

	http://www.bls.gov/oco/

	

	Career guide to industries

	http://www.bls.gov/oco/cg/

	

	The career key

	http://www.careerkey.org/english/you/ 

	

	Exploring occupations

	http://www.umanitoba.ca/counselling/careers.html

	

	Job guide

	http://jobguide.detya.gov.au/
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Evaluation 

The following two rubrics will be used to evaluate your brochure.

  Product Rubric

	Circle Appropriate Number
	Beginning
1
	Developing
2
	Accomplished
3
	Exemplary
4
	Score

	Description of tasks performed on the job

	No description was provided
	One task was provided
	Two tasks provided
	Three or more tasks provided
	1 

2
3
4

	Pages filled 


	Very few entries (less than ½)
	Some sections included (about ½)
	Most sections included
	Every section complete 
	1 

2
3
4

	Pay and benefits discussed
	Contains very little data
	Contains pay information but no benefits
	Contains one of the career's benefits and the pay
	Contains at least two of the benefits of the  career, and the pay
	1 

2
3
4

	Resources cited correctly

	No resources listed or proper citation rules were not followed
	One resource listed according to proper citation rules
	Two resources listed according to proper citation rules
	Three resources listed according to proper citation rules
	1
2
3
4

	Original facts that make it an appealing career choice?

	Brochure has no original facts that make it an appealing choice for you
	Brochure has one original fact that makes it appealing to you
	Brochure has two original facts that make it appealing to you
	Brochure has three or more original facts that make it appealing to you
	1 

2
3
4

	  

Presentation and neatness of brochure

	Very little neatness and creativity displayed
	Some of the brochure is neat, and creative
	Most of brochure is neat,  and creative 
	All the brochure is neat and  high level of creativity displayed
	1 

2
3
4

	Appropriate Research included (job title, education, career pathway)
	Job title, education required, and career pathway were not addressed
	Only one of these questions was addressed completely 
	Two of these questions was addressed completely
	All three of these questions were addressed completely
	1 

2
3
4

	Correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar
	Errors in spelling, punctuation, & grammar.
	Errors in two out of the three
	Errors in one out of the three
	No errors in spelling, punctuation, or grammar
	1 

2
3
4


Process Rubric

	Circle Appropriate Number
	Fair
	Good
	Very Good
	Excellent

	Completed all work on time
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Worked independently
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Stayed on task
	1
	2
	3
	4
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Conclusion & Reflection
It is helpful to know what your interests and abilities are when choosing a career. You don’t have to stick with a “standard” career unless that is what interests you. There is plenty of information available for you to research your options, and it is never too early to begin the search. Now that you know about the Career Academy in the high school, you can take advantage of the classes that are best for your particular career pathway. Please understand that most people change their career choices several times over the course of a lifetime, so don’t be afraid to do the same. 
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Teacher Materials

Choosing a career without research and/or experience is like choosing a spouse with only the aid of a social security number. To make educated choices, a student needs to spend some time thinking about their interests, strengths, and needs. He/she needs to learn about the opportunities that are available, and what they need to do to achieve these goals. Starting this process in middle school allows for plenty of time to change their minds BEFORE it becomes imperative that they have a job. However, this Webquest can also be used successfully with high school as well as post-secondary students.
Indiana Career Pathways:

The Indiana Department of Education provides links directly from an occupation to the suggested courses that should be taken in high school. These links are available at:

http://www.doe.state.in.us/octe/facs/CrrClstrGrid.html
Standards covered by this webquest:
*Guidance Standard 2 – Career Development
Students develop a positive attitude toward work; develop the necessary skills to make a successful transition from school to the world of work, and from job to job across the life career span; and understand the relationship between success in school and future success in the world of work. Available: http://www.indianastandardsresources.org/standardSummary.asp?Subject=gui&Grade=6-8&Standard= 
*Language Arts Standard 6: WRITING: English Language Conventions
Conventions include the grade-level-appropriate mechanics of writing, such as penmanship, spelling, grammar, capitalization, punctuation, sentence structure, and manuscript form.
Extensions: 

*Students can write up a classified advertisement or radio advertisement for someone looking for an employee in the career of their choice. 
*Students can interview an applicant for the career of their choice, or have someone interview them for that job. 
*Students have a poor idea of how much it really costs to live on their own. A good extension of this activity would be to require the students to interview adults to determine the amount of money they would need per month in order to live comfortably. Then they need to compare this amount with the salaries they are planning on earning to see how they would fare. 
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Credits 
Ideas were taken and compiled from the following webquests:

http://www.manning.k12.ia.us/Elementary/teachers/Kester/career.htm
http://www.macomb.k12.mi.us/wq/WebQ97/CAREER~1.HTM 

http://coe.west.asu.edu/students/mwilliams/WebQuest/
http://www.internet4classrooms.com/career.htm
http://www.spa3.k12.sc.us/WebQuests/Career%20Inventory/intro2.htm
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Additional References
http://www.petersons.com/   
http://www.ncsu.edu/careerkey/ 

http://www.collegenet.com/ 

http://www.homeworkplanet.com/college.html 

http://mapping-your-future.org/
Interactive website:
Students can answer questionnaires over a period of time to determine possible career choices, as well as subjects they should be studying in school. Written for age 9 and above.
http://www.fasttomato.com/index.aspx
Productivity Tools:

*Guide to grammar and writing for increased productivity.
http://webster.commnet.edu/grammar/index.htm
*Worksheet Resource: If you would prefer to have a worksheet upon which students can write their answers to some of the thought provoking questions within this webquest, go to:

http://coe.west.asu.edu/students/mwilliams/webquest/chart.htm
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